
Scripture
29 In this wilderness your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted  
in the census and who has grumbled against me. 30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted  
hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 As for your children  
that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 

NUM 14:29-31

Read This Overview

In part 1 of our Church in Culture series, we 
established that the children of Israel were promised  
a land from God, then given a task to go scout out that 
land and report back to their people. But then upon 
completing their task something confusing happened; 
instead of reporting back in favor of their God, they 
reported back in the favor of their fear. And just like 
the Jewish people, we too, find ourselves in situations 
where we all too often pause in our own fear, despite 
God’s invitation to trust Him no matter how it looks.  
And when we do that, when we give in to our fear,  
we do miss out on what God has for us. But the  
story doesn’t end there.

In part 2 of our series, we add yet another interesting 
layer to this story. Despite the disobedience of the 10 
spies and who they represented, God finds a way to 
deal with that disobedience, while also honoring the 
faith of the 2 spies and who they represented. Yep,  
the infinite wisdom of God basically splits the people  
in two groups by age, and says one generation will 
move forward, but another generation’s journey will 
end here. Now the twist in the whole story is that this 
younger generation of Israelites can’t move forward  
to the promised land until the older generation dies off, 
which we know in hindsight will take another 40 years. 
So the big question is why in the world would God do 
that? Why not just take out the older generation now 
so the younger generation could go into the promised 

land? Why not just get it done? One of the reasons is 
because the older generation still had an assignment. 
They had the responsibility to prepare the next 
generation. You see, despite the fact that they wouldn’t 
see the land for themselves, God still wanted them  
to pass down what they knew to the next generation.

Herein lies one of the beautiful dynamics of God’s 
people; intergenerational spaces have values that  
need to be passed on! At some point or another all  
of us will need to take hold of the responsibility to  
pass on something of value to the next generation,  
the question is, are we clear on what God wants us 
to pass on? See we could get confused and think 
it’s about passing on a specific method, or practice, 
but I believe there’s something greater that God has 
gone lengths to preserve. More than our wealth, our 
technological advances, or even our tradition, is what  
it all points to. We don’t pass on the created things,  
we pass on the Creator Himself. It’s about the stories 
we share about God that hold meaning because  
they point to who He is and who He will continue  
to be in the lives of those who trust Him. That’s  
our generational responsibility!

So let’s get really good at listening to those who 
have those kinds of stories to pass on, and let’s  
get really good at telling others about the faithfulness  
of our God. For His glory. Amen.
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 Engage A Practice

Grab your journal and a pen! Deuteronomy 6:4-6 captures an important rephrain that is repeated all throughout the 
Old Testament; “Israel, Remember This…” Capturing memories was one of the primary ways that they passed on 
the stories of God’s character and faithfulness. So this week we want you to capture some memories of your own!

Find a quiet place where you can focus in silence, and open your journal. First take 5-10 minutes to revisit 3 
memories where God did something really significant in your life. Maybe a time He delivered you from danger,  
or a time when a miracle took place, or a time when God provided you with something you really needed.  
Sit in each of these memories, remembering the details, the feelings, and most importantly what you learned  
about God.

Write out the story as if you wanted to pass it on to your future self 30-40 years from now. Include these prompts:

• A proclamation of who God was to you in that moment. What did you learn to be true of His character?

• A specific list of things God did. How was God faithful to you?

• An encouragement to remember and not forget when future circumstances are hard.

Wrap Up with a Prayer
Lord, we trust you today because you are faithful, and we know your faithfulness never runs dry. We love you  
and we remember you, we remember all that you are, and we remember all that you have done today.


