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Dear Fellowship, 

In the midst of a worldwide pandemic, social 
unrest, historic wildfires, and a polarized political 
landscape, Fellowship was confronted to answer  
a question that would define who we are as a 
people and answer who we believe our God to 
be: Could we be the Church we needed to be,  
in such a moment as this? 

In March of 2020, at the start of the pandemic, 
over 2.6 million people in California lost their jobs. 
People were short on rent and short on hope. 

As months dragged on during the pandemic,  
we watched society wrestle with assigning values 
on the economy and personal health. Many of us 
witnessed racial events unlike anything seen in  
our lifetime, all while we tried to shift our kids to 
online schooling. 

2020 held everything we never hoped for and  
it has put us all to the test.  And while our  
church buildings needed to be, and continue to  
be temporarily closed, Fellowship has always 
remained open. 

2020 will be remembered as a year of tremendous 
pain and loss, but it will also be seen as a year 
of unconventional blessings, of unforeseen 
growth, and a year that we did together…

Through perseverance, innovation, generosity,  
and sacrifice Fellowship stood to outshine  
the darkness. 

And while our work is not complete, and the 
future still remains uncertain, the invitation is for 
us to continue this journey together as one family. 
Because while we may be scattered together, 
we’re also better together. 

SCOTT HITZEL
Executive Pastor
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1000+
PEOPLE 
tuned in everyday to Good 
News Today to be reminded 
“everything’s going to be okay!” 

267 
KIDS+YOUTH 
attended Summer Camp  
at Home

We’ve been scattered together 
for almost a full year. 
Between online LifeGroups, weekly services, 
Youth at Home, and more, we’ve been showing up 
for one another to stay encouraged and connected 
in the midst of this difficult season. 

500+
PEOPLE 
called or texted in to speak to 
one of our Pastors live during 
our weekly services
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Some of our  
favorite stories of  
being #scatteredtogether  
in 2020 came from Kids Camp  
at Home and Youth Camp at Home. 

FELLOWSHIP CAMP AT HOME

“In my Youth Camp at Home group, four girls 
re-dedicated their lives to Jesus and we got to 
celebrate their decisions within our LifeGroup. 

In one of our conversations, students surrendered 
to Jesus their isolation, anger at God, their pasts, 
and the lies they have believed about themselves. 
It was also amazing to see community and 
connection grow in just three days over Zoom! 

To see all of the girls open up, share and 
encourage each other was absolutely beautiful.”
Emily, a Youth LifeGroup Leader

“I’m a stay at home mom with three kids who have 
autoimmune disorders. Given our current reality, 
it’s not a great time to have asthma, Rheumatoid 
arthritis, chronic fevers, or epilepsy. My kids  
and I have been home since March 2020, and 
we’ve missed the Fellowship family so much.  
The opportunity for my kids to participate in Kids 
Camp at Home was both engaging and life-giving. 
They contacted our family and friends every day to 
share what they were learning and sing the camp 
songs! We feel truly blessed that our kids were 
able to connect digitally with familiar faces and 
grow in their faith at a young age.”
A Fellowship Kids Parent

Our team packed all the joy and magic of camp into boxes, and then we invited our families to participate 
from the safety of their homes. Together we sang songs, played games, and grew in our faith journeys,  
all while scattered together. 

Check out these two stories from Camp at Home:
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GOD ALWAYS HAS A PLAN.”Youth Student

“Being in the house with  
four children and my husband 
for an extended period of  
time eventually felt like a 
pressure cooker. 
But having morning rituals like listening to Good 
News Today has kept me connected and steady. 
Even through the social unrest and this political 
climate, receiving honesty and wisdom has 
been a God-send, and the growth from these 
conversations has been evident.” 
Christy Meeks

“I picked up the  
phone with excitement–
it was my first call in our new system– 
but before I could even get my name out,  
the caller jumped right in and explained why  
she had called: she wanted to recommit her  
life to Jesus! This woman visits our church 
occasionally, but due to how far away she lives,  
it has been challenging to regularly connect  
at Fellowship. 

This season of watching church online has  
allowed her to experience more consistency  
in her walk with the Lord than ever before.  
We prayed together and she rededicated her  
life to Jesus over the phone!”
Brandan Spencer

"This year we watched  
Good Friday with our kids, 
which we've never done before. It was the first time 
we took communion together as a family, which led 
to a powerful discussion with our middle schoolers 
about Jesus' sacrifice for us." 
A Fellowship Youth family
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We believe life is not meant to be lived alone. Even in this  
difficult season, we stayed together in groups and hundreds  
found community to be known, loved, and cared for.

madeforfellowship.com/rooted

madeforfellowship.com/nextsteps

ROOTED

We launched Rooted in  
the summer of 2020.

400
PEOPLE 
have completed or are currently  
in a Rooted group
This ten-week community experience explores the 
seven rhythms essential to a healthy relationship 
with Jesus. 

LIFEGROUPS

625+ 
PEOPLE 
joined a LifeGroup this year 
LifeGroups are the heart of Fellowship. People 
gather together based on Bible studies, weekly 
messages, and various life studies throughout  
the week to walk through life together.
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madeforfellowship.com/recoverygroups

RECOVERY GROUPS

130+ PEOPLE 
in 12 active groups 
Let’s face it, it’s not “if” we will ever face a 
crisis, it’s “when.” At some point each one of us 
needs a group to help us recover from a hurt, 
habit, or hang-up. The key to finding freedom is 
walking with others going through the same life 
season while being lead by someone who has 
successfully journeyed the same path. It’s not a 
sign of weakness that brings us here, it’s a symbol 
of courage and a mark of strength. 

ALPHA

We launched Alpha  
in the fall of 2020 and  
have already seen 

6 PEOPLE 
accept Jesus! 
These 8-week sessions are designed to ask,  
talk about, and explore some of life’s most 
important questions like “Why am I here?  
What is my purpose? How did I get here?  
Is there more to life than this?”

madeforfellowship.com/alpha
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"Because of Fellowship I have 
felt so cared for and loved in 
such a unique season. 
My LifeGroup has given me a space to be 
vulnerable regarding my anxieties like never 
before, to gather in community virtually,  
to laugh, and to pray with others. Although  
we are scattered, I truly believe we are  
scattered together." 
Jenn Elrod

"I’ve seen Fellowship do  
a phenomenal job at 
pivoting, adjusting, and 
creating online groups for 
people to connect using 
tools like Zoom. 
I’ve seen people take advantage of doing 
youth groups, creating videos, and sourcing 
things that are already online. Obviously 
nothing’s going to replace that physical 
contact, but we have to look at this as a 
season. This is not the way life is going to be. 
This is the way the season is going to be." 
LeCrae 
From his article in Medium

“The Listen series has renewed my understanding 
of the importance of community for discerning the 
voice of God. These churches ran into obstacles 
that look and feel like the obstacles I’m facing 
today, and what made all the difference was  
having people who could help them hear what 
Jesus was saying. 

That’s why I’m so glad to be 
walking through this season with 
a LifeGroup of people who can 
hold me accountable to what 
God is teaching me. 
My community has been a game changer.” 
David

 DOING WHAT JESUS DID. TOGETHER WE COME OUT OF HIDING,  

    TOGETHER WE BECOME KNOW
N.” 

Kevin Hoist

“MY LIFEGROUP COMMUNITY IS A PLACE WHERE WE PRACTICE 

11



SCATTERED  STAYIN
G  S

ER
VI

NG
 T

OG
ETH

ER  SUFFERING 

12



200+
volunteers are regularly serving through our Give Help system, 
which meets physical and emotional needs that arise throughout 
our church.

One of our core commitments as a church is to be a people who 
give our lives away on mission. 

Serving together looks a little different during a pandemic than in other seasons, but regardless of the 
circumstances, you were faithful to show up. 

Like most non-profits and churches in heavily impacted areas of COVID-19 we are struggling leveraging  
the many hundreds of volunteers who were involved on our campuses and within our ministries each week.

13



One of our favorite  
stories of serving together in 2020  

comes from Jacque and Tony Collier.

Jacque and Tony, a married couple, came up with a way to serve their neighborhood by offering 
free food and various free household items during quarantine through a give away table.

They have been amazed to see their community come together, share with one another,  
and provide for each others’ needs. They’ve sustained the Food Pantry and Free Table for over 
nine months! We honor the creativity and passion of Jacque and Tony to serve our neighbors  
as Jesus did.

GIVING HELP: A STORY
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"What I love about Fellowship is  
that as a community, we aren’t  
content with just talking the talk,  
we also walk the walk. 

Whether it be pouring 
into one another in a 
LifeGroup, volunteering 
at service, 
or even carrying the Kingdom into  
our everyday life, our Fellowship  
family is dedicated to living out  
the Gospel mission.”
Kai Armstrong

“At Fellowship, I am  
given the opportunity 
to seek God's calling and identify  
my gifts, then have the church  
come alongside to spur me on as  
I pursue Christ. 

Here I have seen servant leadership 
modeled, the kind that leads to real 
encouragement.” 
Shane Schupbach“HERE I H
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3,500+ PEOPLE 
have called to talk to a Pastor 
to help navigate in 2020

$300,000+ RAISED 
to establish the Fellowship 
Relief Fund
Dozens of funerals were performed via Zoom and 
the Fellowship Relief Fund was used to help cover 
unexpected COVID-19 related expenses.

225+ FAMILIES
needed and received help

3,000
Zoom counseling appointments 
were taken with our licensed full 
time counselors

They will know us  
by our love…
Of all the “fellowships” found in scripture,  
the Bible calls the “fellowship of suffering”  
the deepest yet most meaningful way to be  
found together. 
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Throughout 2020 we dedicated  
ourselves not only to celebrating  
one another’s wins, but also  
mourning one another’s  
losses. 

As the Fellowship family, we were faithful to suffer together, providing dignity, solidarity, 
and compassion so that none of us suffered alone.

Earlier in 2020 we grieved together with a family of five who lost their father to cancer 
while in quarantine. Just before Luis’ passing, our pastors and chaplains officiated his 
marriage to Marlene in the presence of their three children. Luis and Marlene wished 
to give their children the gift of witnessing their wedding ceremony and commitment to 
one another before they lost the opportunity, and we showed up. 

Shortly after their Zoom wedding, Luis passed and our pastors and chaplains showed 
up again to facilitate a meaningful celebration of Luis’ life. Your generous financial giving 
allowed our team to surround Marlene and her kids with support and resources as they 
began the journey of grief and healing as Luis’ passing.

Marlene and Luis’ story is just one of the many moments when we have suffered 
together as a church in the last year. But we are thankful that it is also just one of the 
many moments of God’s faithfulness to our community that we’ve experienced in the 
last year as well. 

MOURNING WITH THOSE WHO MOURN
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"My heart is overwhelmed by the generosity  
of the Fellowship family who gave financially  
to support those in need, like me. 
I've been out of work since March, but God has proven faithful over and over 
again. I heard Him whisper to me, 'I know you want to help others, but it's time 
for you to receive help for yourself.' Ouch! The pandemic forced me to swallow 
my pride and receive the gracious help of my church family, who show up with 
dignifying support when I needed it most. 

Thank you!" 
Fellowship Relief Fund Recipient

“FELLO
W

SHIP YOUTH HAS MADE MY FAITH IN GO
D

STRONGER AND IT MADE ME REALIZE

TH
AT G

O
D

 W
ILL HELP US GET THROUGH THIS SEASO

N
.”

Reece, 7th G
rade Student

19



FROM EVERY POLITICAL AND SOCIAL VANTAGE POINT OUR CHURCH STOOD TOGETHER TO HAVE 
CHALLENGING, CONVICTING, CIVIL, AND EYE-OPENING CONVERSATIONS AROUND THE EVENTS 
OF RACIAL UNREST IN 2020.

DISCIP
LI

N
G

 O
UT

 R
AC

IS
M TOGETHER
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As the news broke of COVID-19 racial disparities 
and hate crimes, we created a series of webinar 
discussions to learn from experts and members 
of Fellowship to talk about COVID-19 & Justice. 
Specifically, our panelists discussed the 
devastating impact of the virus in the following 
ways: xenophobia against Asians and Asian 
Americans; Black & Brown Health Disparities; 
those incarcerated in jails and prisons; and the 
elderly who reside in assisted living and long  
term care facilities.

Then, in the summer, after the murders of  
Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, and Breonna 
Taylor, our response was to bring people 
together at the Table. We created “Table Talks: 
Conversations on Race in America” to give 
space for people in our church and across the 
country to reckon with issues of race, racism, 
and reconciliation. With 25 tables, 34 table hosts, 
and 500 participants, we were able to create 
community during a time of social isolation. 

One participant noted, “I discovered the 
importance of leaning into Christ-centered 
communities when working through issues of 
racial trauma. God did not create us to work 
though these things alone and this community 
reminded me of that.” 

At the beginning of the shelter in place, Pastor 
Albert came up with the moniker “scattered 
together.” Initially, the Center saw that as meaning 
our Fellowship congregation, but as the year 
progressed we realized that scattered really 
meant scattered, and we started to receive 
requests from pastors from all over the country 
seeking our advice on how to navigate this difficult 
conversation. In response, we were able to host  
5 workshops for organizations and ministries 
across the country.

What is more, because the Center has been 
operating since 2016, we were able to mobilize  
a dedicated and passionate team of volunteers 
(both members and from other churches) to 
engage in this work with us. We cannot do the 
work of racial reconciliation alone. In a time  
where people were searching for conversation  
and understanding on racial injustice in the  
United States, our volunteers were able to  
lead and guide these discussions.

As we begin 2021, we will 
continue to move together 
towards racial understanding 
and healing. 

RACIAL UNDERSTANDING AND H
EA

LIN

G

In 2020, we began the year hopeful for the workshops we would 
host, the civil rights excursions we would embark on, and the 
communities we would create centered on racial reconciliation.

IN MARCH, ALONG WITH THE ENTIRE WORLD, WE PUT A PAUSE ON OUR PLANS, PRAYED AND 
LISTENED TO WHAT GOD WOULD HAVE US DO NEXT. 

21



In a year where we saw political and  
racial unrest on display, we are grateful to 
have also seen the mercy of God on display  
as we’ve learned to stay together at the 
Family Table.

One of the ways we stayed together in 2020 
was through Table Talks: Conversations on 
Race in America. 

Over 500 people participated in our first 
season! Amongst 25 Tables led by over  
30 leaders, we committed to staying together 
at the Family Table to disciple racism out  
of us. 

HEAR THIS TESTIMONY FROM ONE OF 
OUR 2020 TABLE TALK PARTICIPANTS:

“I had no idea I would learn this much from 
the Table Talks. I’ve gone most of my sixty 
years seeing the world and different racial 
groups a certain way, but I never took 
the time to listen to how systemic racism 
has oppressed my brothers and sisters of 
color. Being at the Table has given me the 
opportunity to unlearn and relearn about 
God’s heart for reconciliation. I have a long 
way to go, but I am grateful for the chance 
to humble myself and press into the hard 
conversation for the sake of the Gospel.”
A Summer 2020 Table Talk Participant

As a  
multi-ethnic  

church, we believe  
that it’s the Gospel that 

unites us and weaves us 
together at the Family Table,  

even though we don’t 
always live alike, look alike, 

or vote alike. 

TABLE TALKS: CONVERSATIONS ON RACE IN AMERICA
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STAYING  ON  MISSION  TOGETHER
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Two years ago we launched the MOVED campaign to spread  
compassion and hope around the world.

The vision was to deepen our personal and our 
communal love. At the top of 2020 we crossed  
one year of moving into a “multi-site” church with  
three campuses. After a year of living in a “new 
wineskin” our teams and volunteers were finding  
a new groove.  

Our attendance was collectively up 10% from 
before we launched the campuses. We had  
more volunteers engaged on the weekends  
than ever before. While far from perfect, we  
were progressing. We had our plans, methods, 
and dreams for MOVED and how we could  
impact the world. 

Then a global pandemic hit and we needed to 
temporarily close the doors of our buildings and 
reimagine the question of “how to be the Church.” 
We knew the mission Jesus called us to remained 
the same–but we were challenged to find new 
methods to fulfill that mission. 

Our entire staff was repositioned and we built  
a studio to bring messages of hope, content  
for kids, and experiences to watch for camps  
and workshops. 

Zoom and Google Hangouts became  
our unwanted new best friend to remain  
in relationships, groups, ministries, and  
in community. 

In 2020, we helped hundreds of our families in 
need of relief. We planted 10 new churches in 
India. Together we gave $100K to help provide 
local advocates and tutors for at-risk kids, and 
pushed forward trying to find forever homes to  
combat the under resourced foster care system. 

The bottom line is that we stayed on mission 
because we are sold out on why we are doing 
what we do, yet open to changing how we do it. 
We did it together by deepening our love to be 
more like Jesus.  

MOVED WITH COMPASSION

Watch a recap video of what we did together in the last two years at madeforfellowship.com/thelasttwoyears
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Andrew Masembe
KIDS DIRECTOR

Andrew was raised primarily in the San Fernando Valley, but spent two years 
in Uganda where his love for soccer grew. Over the years Andrew has played 
soccer on many different levels and served as a soccer coach. Between 
coaching and volunteering with kids at his home church, Andrew’s passion for 
teaching kids about the love of God grew. Now that he’s at Fellowship, Andrew 
loves seeing the church that is described in the Bible lived out in real life!

Jackie Armstrong
PROJECT MANAGER

Jackie is a native Californian and has worked in creative marketing for 25+ 
years at places like ABC, Disney, and Warner Brothers. She and her husband 
Cliff, and son Kai have been attending Fellowship for over 7 years. After 
volunteering with the Center for Racial Reconciliation and going on the Civil 
Rights Tour, Jackie asked God to reveal His purpose for her. Then, when the 
opportunity to work with the phenomenal creative team at Fellowship came up, 
she had to say “Yes!”

Benjamin Magrdichian
MEDIA ASSISTANT

Benjamin grew up in San Marino, California and attended UCLA’s Theater, 
Film & Television School. He met Albert Tate when he was in high school at 
Lake Avenue Church, and later followed him to Fellowship. He’s quietly been 
at Fellowship from the beginning as a volunteer on filming projects, and now 
he can no longer hide. He wanted to contribute to making multimedia content 
that inspires and motivates faith in Jesus, and he’s finally found his place on 
Fellowship’s Film & TV team!

M
EET OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS
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The Board

Since its inception, the Fellowship Board has been in place to walk closely with our Founding Senior Pastor. 

The team is made up of individuals who attend the church and people from across the country who are 
leading experts in their fields. By doing this, Fellowship gets the best of both worlds: we are being viewed 
from the inside-out and the outside-in.

The Board serves 4 year terms and meets quarterly. Their roles are to approve budgets, manage 
performance, provide financial oversight, ensure legal compliances, monitor conflicts of interest,  
all while lending insights, accountability, and encouragement to the Senior and Executive Pastor.

Moving into 2021 the Board includes Pastor Albert Tate and:

The Executive Team

CHRISTIAN WASHINGTON
Multi-Ethnic Church Planter, 
Church Consultant

DORTHY HAMMOND
VP of Talent, Netflix.  
Fellowship Attendee
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ALBERT  
TATE
Founding  
Senior Pastor

SCOTT  
HITZEL
Executive  
Pastor

JASMIN  
SHUPPER
Business  
Director

MICHAEL 
FIELD
Pastor  
to Ministries 

GEORGE SALEH
Managing Director, MUFG 
Bank. Fellowship Attendee

GREG NETTLE
President of Stadia  
Church Planting 

JACK HAMILTON
Executive Pastor  
High Desert Church  

JUDI SHUPPER
Community Leader,
Fellowship Attendee
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FELLOWSHIP HAS MAINTAINED FINANCIAL INTEGRITY NOT ONLY THROUGH A FINANCIAL 
DEPARTMENT THAT IS MANAGED BY OUR BUSINESS DIRECTOR, ACCOUNTABLE TO OUR 
EXECUTIVE PASTOR, AND MONITORED BY THE BOARD. BUT ALSO THROUGH OUR PARTNERSHIP 
WITH CAPINCROUSE, A NATIONWIDE FULL-SERVICE CPA AND CONSULTING FIRM DEVOTED TO 
NON-PROFITS.

2020 FINANCES
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Discipleship
13% 

Communications 
9%

Operations +  
Administration 
45% 

Outreach + Missions 
9% 

Kids + Youth 
11%

Campuses +  
Fellowship at Home
13% 

Given to one of the Designated accounts: 
Relief Fund, Restorative Justice Initiative, 
and Camp Scholarships

This amount includes of designated giving towards Camp 
Scholarships, Relief Fund, and Restorative Justice Initiative 
Fund. Each of those 3 funds are held in separate accounts 
and are not used for anything outside of their designations. 

2020 
GENERAL  
INCOME+ 
EXPENSES

2020 
GENERAL  
EXPENSE 
BREAK- 
DOWN

2020 
DESIGNATED  
FUNDS

2020 
CASH  
IN HAND

2020 
TOTAL 
INCOME

2020 General Income           

2020 General Expenses          

$7.45M

$7.45M

$488K

$7.94M

$6.3M

$6.3M

Designated 2020 General

2020 Designated 

2020 Total

Distributed

$488K

$288K

$1.9M
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A LETTER FROM OUR LEAD PASTOR

Dear Fellowship Family,
In the midst of all the uncertainties of 2020, I want to encourage you that God’s faithfulness has been  
with us the whole time. We’ve lost loved ones and witnessed things we never thought we’d see, but we’ve 
also experienced hope in the midst of it all because God has never left us and He’s never forsaken us.  
The ministry plans we had were all thrown out the window because of COVID-19 but God gave me a word 
and said “Albert, you need to tell everyone everything’s going to be okay”. 

As we step into our nine-year anniversary as a church, LaRosa and I truly marvel at what God has  
done in and through Fellowship. I can remember back to our first service at the Monrovia Community 
Center hoping and praying 200 people would show up. God surprised me that day when over 600 of you 
came. I’m humbled to say He’s been doing that every year since. 

As we look to 2021, there are unknowns and uncertainties. But one thing we know is: we’re going “all in”. 
We’re going “all-in” to ensure you and many others feel known and cared for. And while our best plans may 
never come to fruition, we know God is still on the throne. God is still the goal, period.

For His glory,

ALBERT TATE
Founding Senior Pastor
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WE LOVE YOU

 DOWNLOAD OUR APP

MADEFORFELLOWSHIP.COM
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